5
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Via Zoom Conferencing
April 8, 2021 1 p.m.
The meeting was called to order by chairman Jeff Ryan at 1:06 p.m. In attendance were Jeff Ryan, Steve
Granzow, Stan Frasier, Sarah Howe-Cobb. Also in attendance were Mat Walter, Andrew Kretschmer,
Christian Lehnert, Autumn Christenson, Tracy Wendt, Becky Ayre, Tommy Le, Connor Mertz, Katie
Vivian and Chris Evans.
Motion by Frasier to approve February’s minutes as presented, second by Sarah Howe-Cobb. Motion
by Frasier to approve the financial statement and pay the outstanding bills, second by Sarah HoweCobb; motion carried.
Public Comment-There was none
Reports
NRCS- EQIP Applications, one has been pre-approved for fuel break and thinning. CSP applications
have been peer reviewed. For the TIPs, they’ve requested an extension on the current TIP. The week
of the 19th they’re presenting to the state leadership team so will be hoping to hear about which ones
might move forward after that. Saari made a field visit to a site that the landowner would like to get
some technical assistance from the office.
HWCI-Autumn Christenson gave the report for the HWCI. Autumn asked about interest in the Lake
Helena projects. Ryan has had one call he hasn’t yet returned yet. The office has had one call from
another landowner interested in working on Lake Helena. He said that he has other interested
neighbors. There’s some discussion about going out for a grant if we have enough folks who are
interested. She asked about the Spokane Creek project and a timeline on that. So far, we don’t have a
date nailed down. They’ll be installing a silt fence tomorrow and may know more. We will contact
Autumn when we know something, probably the next 2 weeks.
In regard to Ranching for Rivers, the committee met to decide on how the funds will be spent.
PPLT did get an application in, so we’ll see if they got funded. They had the Naked Riverbanks meeting
last week and had a really good action item meeting with a lot of permitting answers. Partner roles,
including the city and other partners. The homeowner’s site willow cutting is completed.
Autumn would like the work with the CD on incorporating the LOB website into the CD
website.
Dave Martin commented that the permitting process is complicated and we should try to keep the
permit as user friendly as possible. Evans said that the new iteration of the Joint Application that’s
coming out is going to be, if anything, LESS user friendly.
Teresa Lane contacted Autumn after Evans gave her the contact information. They did a site
visit yesterday afternoon. From Autumn’s perspective, she approached it from the riparian health side
of things. Teresa is interested in some bank stabilization. She discussed the issues they’re having up
in the mountain section where they’ve lost so many fences when it flooded.

-1-

Regular Meeting Minutes

April 8, 2021

SRWG-Tracy Wendt sent out the quarterly newsletter yesterday and wanted to know if anyone
wanted to be added to the email list. The biggest progress happened yesterday at Muddy Creek; the
new bridge was installed. The Muddy Creek Open House is coming up and wanted the board to pass
the word along. The Channel Migration Zone Open House is happening next door to the Senior Center
will be April 30th from 9 to 2. Water Quality monitoring will start later this year. Connor Mertz will
be taking that project on under a contract between SRWG and LCCD. They’re also working to get their
part of the Data Hub updated to make the data more readily available to people.
Bashin’ Trash-The Cascade CD has done a section of the Missouri in the past and they decided
to go big this year with a river cleanup from Helena to Great Falls and up by Fort Benton. Connor and
Andrew and Chris are working on organizing volunteer efforts in the Lewis and Clark County area.
Should be August 21st.
The Weed Whacker Rodeo is July 10th.
Dave would like to go over the Elk Creek effort at a future meeting to see where we’re at. He
thinks that we’re working up there, but we don’t seem to be getting the feedback we want. Dave
said that he went to the quarterly SRWG meeting and signed up for a 3-year term. The group is
going really well and is doing more and more project work and less organizational stuff. Tracy said
that looking at the planning, they’ll be looking for more project work as things go along.
Ryan asked Tracy about the Muddy Creek bridge. He was impressed that they were able to
swing a bridge that large. GID contributions were a big part of getting that project completed. The
bridge itself was about $52,000 and they got the plain jane version without guardrails.
MRCDC-Jeff Ryan said that the biggest story on is that their coordinator Liv Holt is leaving the
Council. The group may try to retain her for a few months to finish up some projects. They’ll be looking
for a new coordinator starting tomorrow morning. They also discussed their work with the ACOE on
the EIS on the flow regime changes that were proposed.
WQPD-Jeff Ryan said that they had a Zoom meeting about some of their projects and they’re
working on outreach for the WQPD.
LHWG-Connor-Mertz has been attending those meetings. Not a lot of updates, but they’re still
working on their strategic plan. They’re going to be organizing the board with committees next month.
He’s contacted them about the Bashin’ Trash event and they’re interested in participating. Their chair,
Erin Wall, spent some time out at the Lake Helena Watershed project. Connor has been keeping them
updated on the CD’s projects and if we get some interest in the Lake Helena effort, they’ll be interested
in helping out.
Weed District-Christian Lehnert was on to give a report to the board. With no snow at low elevations,
it could be quite the weed season, and might happen all at once. He’s getting things going for the
seasonal work for subdivisions and complaints on non-compliance. He’s been hiring the last few
months, a new admin assistant and weed sprayers. He’s been working with the budget and
contracting agreements with different entities. The no-till seeder is already been in great demand for
rental. The cost-share program didn’t get used much last year, but they’re going to give it another
year. The county website has some of the details, with a link to the program.
Extension-Mat Walter was on the call. He said with the nice weather, every single homeowner in the
area is calling about their trees not leafing out. He’s got some test plots out at the fairgrounds that he’ll
be doing some research on. There’ve been a lot of consultations about weeds, soil testing and other
questions. They charge $35 for their soil testing program. Tree orders are coming in the week after
next and will be delivered to the fairgrounds. Tree pickups are happening on the 21st. Andrew is
planning to assist with that day.
MACD-There was some discussion about the dues request. Jeff Ryan said that he’s really encouraged
at how things have been going with the new ED. There has been some motion forward on the merger.
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Granzow recommends that we pay no more than half and wait and see what happens between the
end of the session and August or thereabouts. Dave Martin said that while Becca has been doing a
great job getting their ship turned, the agenda for the Spring Board meeting is pretty much the same
as always, and said that we shouldn’t have to pay them to be organizationally efficient. There was
discussion about how much to give them. Evans showed their letter on the screen. Operation Outreach
the way it was designed was supposed to have the information flow 2 directions. The CD to the Area
Director and the Area Director to the CD. We’ve made the effort, our director gets our minutes and
meeting notices, and we have heard nothing from them. Granzow made a motion to pay ¼ the dues,
second by Ryan; motion carried.
Evans said that part of the responsibility of the Standing Committees this year is an MACD
Resolution Library review. She went through all of the resolutions from Lewis and Clark that she
could find in the library and asked the board to give their feedback.
11-07 Sunset; 08-04 Sunset; 15-01 Keep on the books-connected to SJ6-It should be noted that Lewis
and Clark CD worked with the Joint Stream committee to create Joint Resolution SJ6 for the 2021
legislature; 12-05 Keep on the books; 06-04-If permit fees have not been addressed it needs to be
continued. Evans will share this feedback with the Committees as we are contacted by them.
FWP--Katie Vivian at FWP was on to see what’s going on with the northern section of the county.
She’d like to collaborate with the CD on some landowner projects if they come up.
Supervisor and Staff Reports
Jeff Ryan-Status on SJ6-simply a request to get FEMA to work with the stream restoration committee
to streamline permitting. It got through the House Natural Resources committee (15-0) and a senate
floor vote (43-7). We’re waiting on a house vote, but Jeff is pretty confident that we’ll get through that
one too. Dave Martin thought that was a dead duck, but he credits Jeff with getting it this far.
Steve Granzow-the bulk of the activity in his area is urban development, sadly.
Sarah Howe-Cobb-Bull sale is coming up soon, Covid clinics are happening hopefully with enough
vaccine. It’s really dry and that’s a fire concern and drought concern. April 30 meeting, she had the
key.
Stan Frasier-nothing exciting going on. He’s been to the legislature a few times.
David Martin-got a huge promotion, the Education Committee created an outreach workgroup and
Dave is the chair of that workgroup. It’ll be based off the Washington State model. He’ll be gone for a
month to Arizona and will be working on that when he gets back.
Connor- We’ve had a lot of steady interest in the Pollinator program. Connor spent some time in
Lincoln at a seed exchange and 17 people in that area signed up. He’s been working on the Augusta
area too and we’ll have the seed for the August 30th date. Moving forward, the office will be keeping
the interest forms and look at moving forward with a grant of our own for an effort. We could really
expand the program with education and outreach and doing our own seed mix. He’ll be transitioning
this spring and summer doing follow up with landowners who got seed from us.
He and Andrew have both been helping out on the bank stabilization projects. For the Summer
Education Walk series, the dates have been set and permission has been obtained to use the Helena
Regulating Reservoir. There will be a pollinator night where we’re partnering with a local beekeeper.
The Augusta Riparian workshop will be September 14th. He and Evans are working on
logistics with the landowner for the field portion and the morning session as well as lunch.
Connor went out on some 310 inspections over the last few weeks, and recently put together
the resource concern survey for the public. He’ll be working on contract work with the SRWG on a
few things.
Andrew-he has been working on some TIPs for NRCS, and the HVID water loss data that we discussed
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at the last meeting. Tommy Le has helped get that data put together. Andrew has also been finishing
some forest management plans. Most recently he and Connor have been working on the Stream
Function and Pollinators Presentation for the Summer ed program. He’s been working on some
revisions to the Photo Contest rules and would like to run another contest for spring. He’s been
working on the Bashin’ Trash and stream projects too. As far as finding potential projects in the
Augusta area, Teresa Lane may be interested in moving forward with a project. He’s been participating
in the STAC with a Forestry Subcommittee and they’re going through and updating some of the
technical notes. Andrew said that if anyone has concerns or requests that they’d like to see come out
of the NRCS, let him know and he can forward those concerns along. Covid protocols for the office
have shifted a bit and people can come in the office with appointments and following protocols. He
did some testimony with Jeff on SJ6. He was offered a position in the Helena Field Office as a Soil Con
but hasn’t yet accepted that. The CD also got funding for a 2nd year for Andrew if he doesn’t take the
Soil Con job.
310 permits
CP-03-20 Meyers (CP-01-18)—Remains tabled.
EME-01-21 Melaney—Motion by Stan Frasier to approve that this was an emergency and to
approve work as completed, second by Howe-Cobb; motion carried.
LC-06-21 NWE—Motion by Frasier, second by Howe-Cobb to approve this permit as proposed;
motion carried.
LC-07-21 BBCTU—Motion by Frasier, second by Granzow to approve with modifications and
“after” photos; motion carried.
LC-08-21 Hanson—Motion by Granzow, second by Frasier to approve with a waiver of the 15-day
waiting period; motion carried.
LC-09-21 Patzer—Motion by Howe-Cobb to table, second by Granzow; motion carried.
LC-10-21 Phillips 66—Motion by Ryan to approve with modifications, second by Frasier; motion
carried.
LC-11-21 Phillips 66-- Motion by Ryan to approve with modifications, second by Frasier; motion
carried.
LC-12-21 Lee—Waiting on an inspection
Extension request LC-38-19 BBTCU-motion to approve a one-year extension by Granzow, second
by Howe-Cobb; motion carried.
Other Business
Evaluations—the meeting adjourned to executive session for discussion of the employee evaluations.
It was determined to give 3% raises to each employee (6-month probation for Connor and Andrew)
and to extend Chris’ to January 1.
Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm. The next meeting will be May 13, 2021
at 1 pm. and will be held virtually. The June meeting will be in person in Augusta.
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Jeff Ryan
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