
 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
February 10, 2022, 1 pm 

Montana Room, DNRC, 1539 11th Avenue 
Helena MT 59601 and via Zoom Conferencing 

 

In attendance in the rom: Jeff Ryan, John Baucus, David Martin, Becky Ayre (NRCS), 
Stephanie Criswell (DNRC), Jessica Ramirez and Chris Evans. 
 
In attendance via Zoom: Jeanette Nordahl, Karl Christians, Sarah Howe-Cobb, Tracy 
Wendt, Molly Masters, Katie Vivian, Gena Wrenfrow, and Tom Rolfe. 
 
Call to order-Meeting was called to order at 1:05 by Board Chair Jeff Ryan 
Meeting minutes – Jeff made a motion to approve minutes as sent, second by Baucus, 
motion carried. 
Financials – Nordahl made a motion to approve the financial statement and pay the 
outstanding bills, second by Howe-Cobb, motion carried. 
2022 Budget – Christians made a motion to approve the 2022 budget, second by 
Baucus, motion carried. 
2022-2026 Strategic plan - Christians made a motion to approve, second by Baucus, 
motion carried. 
2022 Operations plan - Christians made a motion to approve, second by Baucus, 
motion carried. 
Discussion on inflation raise/bonus: Inflation is currently 7.3%, Baucus proposed a 
9% raise and to prorate to the beginning of the year. Christians discussed how 
generally CD staff are underpaid, CDs are essentially a small-business responsible for 
many tasks, Helena is becoming an expensive place to live. Baucus made a motion to 
approve the 9% raise, adding 4% to the already given 5% raise and pro-rating it to the 
1st of January, second by Christians, motion carried. 
 
Correspondence –Evans shared the annual report from the Montana Biological Weed 
Control Project. 
 
Partner Reports 
NRCS (Ayre): Busy time, CSP ranking and EQIP apps due March 4th, water user 
meeting in Craig last weekend, going to meet with area engineer on this again, are 
going to look into funding opportunities if it seems like interest is there, working with 
CD to get local work group activities started with the summer “on the road” meetings, 
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discussion on what is done with post thinning materials – Jeff wants to know if any 
material from TIPs had application for restoration projects. 
DNRC CDB (Criswell): legislative CD funding meeting, strategic planning – meeting 
with RCAC at Lubrecht Forest, taking input from CDs, new CD directory is published 
and being distributed, Cascade CD is hosting Envirothon, April is next deadline for 223 
grants – transitioning to Submittable software program moving forward, the 310 
Legal Opinions document will be amended soon with new opinions to be added since it 
was last published in 1999. 
SRWG (Wendt): Watershed Tour with new BSWC member Jessica, working with 
Krause to get 310 permit signed and returned, RiverFest (2/19), a lot of stuff 
potentially in the works, Jessica in charge of willow planting project on Muddy Creek, 
still moving forward with Muddy Creek Master Plan, working to get engineers hired 
for Adobe Creek avulsion site, looking to get more ranchers/landowners involved with 
board in the upper part of the watershed (Augusta area). 
MRCDC (Masters): Molly Masters introduced herself as the new coordinator, wanted 
to start up MT Salt Cedar team started again, writing comment letters for BLM MEPA 
sage grouse plans, Fort Peck management plan, and 30 by 30 Atlas, highly involved 
with Fort Peck Dam test flows slated to occur when conditions are right, Christians – 
Fort Peck test flows are a real concern for downstream irrigators. 
WQPD (Ryan) – elevated nitrogen levels found in wells in the Birdseye area, in private 
well sampling elevated arsenic levels were found in many, but not all wells, WQPD is 
unsure of the source. 
LHWG (Mertz)  Connor didn’t make the last meeting but sat in the project committee 
meeting.  That is an active group with PPLT, FWP, LHWG and METG members.  They 
are working on project development and prioritization, and also focusing on 
collaboration with partners.  They are crowdsourcing a list of interested landowners in 
the watershed.  They are planning their annual meeting for March 22 at the Lewis and 
Clark Brewery.   
Weed District – no report 
HWCI – Autumn could not make it but forwarded and offer to help with outreach for 
Lake Helena Willow cutting. 
Extension – no report. 
MACD (Ryan) – Becca Boslough did a great job with Floodplain permitting issue, she 
emailed NACD and had them send the letter to NACD. 
 
Supervisor Reports 
Ryan – ongoing push to work with FEMA on floodplain issues, contacted Flathead CD 
about erosion study being done, thinks another big issue not being addressed is the 
“dead-zone” in areas affected by water-level fluctuations, Evans - Flathead reached 
out to LCCD to see if we deal with this issue, Christians said this is an issue we’ve dealt 
with in the past – thinks an educational approach should be taken, boat tour and 
educational signage at boat launches, Jeff will be sitting on these meetings moving 
forward. 
Baucus – warm weather, for the first time ever on the ranch, during feeding cows left 
to be out on the range instead of hay, still a decent amount of snow on parts of the 
ranch but overall dry. 
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Christians – quiet, big talk is the development going out in his area. 
Nordahl – got a text/call from Rick Sampson about applying for another 310 permit, 
decided he was going to work with a consultant.  
Martin – just got back from traveling, took a look at the website and questionnaire, 
wanted to see another category for “other” for services. 
 
Staff Reports 
Mertz – Lake Helena project is in full swing, DNRC contract signed, EA process is 
complete, time to order materials and begin willow harvesting, educational event 
planning – summer ed series, rain barrel network, Lincoln School Ed day, Selma Held 
project, 310 responsibilities, see report. 
Evans – See written report.  Highlight has been sitting in on the National 
Conservation Planning Partnership meetings learning about what other states are 
doing with collaborative planning between NRCS and the Conservation Districts. 
Jessica – willow planting with Tracy, BSWC trainings, various LCCD education events, 
revamping social media for LCCD and SRWG. 
 
310  Permits 
CP-01-22 Wrenfrow-Landowner (Gena Wrenfrow) built a road to access property 
across side channel of Elk Creek and had heard from multiple people in that area that 
no permit was required to do work.  She installed compact gravel road with 2 24” 
culverts installed underneath.  Jurisdiction – Jeff Ryan is pretty sure that LCCD has 
jurisdiction at this sight. Nordahl made a motion that the CD does have jurisdiction, 
second by Christian; motion carried.  All agreed that culvert size is likely undersized. 
Vivian said that it would have to be a pretty notable flood event to reach water levels 
that would wash out road. Any incoming water in an average water year would likely 
pass through just fine. Jeff Ryan asked if culvert/road design could be improved at all 
for flooding resilience. Howe-Cobb brought up that the adjacent neighbor had 
installed another access road in that past with a much smaller culvert. 
Motion to approve leaving it in place. Howe-Cobb made a motion to approve leaving 
the crossing in place, stating that removal would likely cause more damage than 
leaving it in place.  Second by Nordahl. Discussion:  Christians stated that it might help 
to do some seeding to help stabilize loose gravels. Ryan asked about the feasibility of 
adding willow on either side of the base of the road, and recommended that dormant 
willow, 6” in length could be sprigged in.  Howe-Cobb added to her motion to seed 
and add willow cuttings, second by Nordahl; motion, as amended, carried. Landowner 
must get a permit for doing any future work at this site.  
LC-02-22 and CP-02-22 still pending inspection. 
Danny Beutler pond project – Mertz has not heard back from Beutler at this point, 
requested joint application an on-site, will follow-up. 
 
Other business 
WMG for MACD – did not get approval for last proposal, want to know if LCCD would 
be willing to host again, motion to approve by Baucus, second by Christians; motion 
carried. 
Other Business 
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