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Guidelines for Public Participation. The following guidelines shall serve to assure
reasonable and fair public participation in the decisions of the Lewis and Clark
Conservation District.

1.

Be respectful: Any person who, while testifying, shall use indecorous or abusive
language or who shall become boisterous or disruptive shall be barred from
further presentation to the Board by the presiding officer, unless permission to
continue be granted by a majority vote of the Board.

Don't interrupt speakers or the proceedings. The public shall be invited to speak
after and only after recognition by the presiding officer. Improper interruptions to
the conduct of board business will not be allowed. (Please silence cell
phones/other devices.)

The speaker should step to the front of the room, and for the record, give his or
her name and, if applicable, the person, or organization he or she represents.
While the Board is in session, members of the public must preserve order and
decorum. No person shall delay or interrupt the proceedings or the peace of the
Board nor disturb any member of the public or of the Board while speaking or
refuse to obey the orders of the presiding officer of the Board.

Public comment is limited to 3 minutes (total time) for items not on the agenda
(the presiding officer may not allow comments for items outside of the
Conservation District’s jurisdiction) and 5 minutes (total time) for items on the
agenda. The presiding officer, at situational discretion, may allow more comment
time, or comments may be disallowed if they are repetitious. If commenters are
not adhering to the guidelines, after one warning, they will be asked to leave the
meeting. If they refuse to leave, the presiding officer will adjourn the meeting until
the offender leaves or law enforcement escorts the offender from the meeting.
The offender may be subject to disorderly conduct charges (MCA 45-8-101).
Repetitive or off-topic comments are not allowed and will be interrupted by the
presiding officer.

. Written statements are welcome and should be provided to the District

Administrator at least 1 day prior to the meeting for distribution to the entire
board. Written statements may be emailed to admin@lewisandclarkcd.org or
delivered to the office of the Lewis and Clark Conservation District, 790 Colleen
Street, Helena MT 59601. Submitted written comments will be noted in the
minutes of the meeting. Notes may be used during the public comment period.
However, previously submitted written statements that are also read aloud
during public comment shall be deemed unduly repetitious. All prepared
statements shall become a part of the permanent record.
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