The Willow King
Jeff Ryan, Board Chair

This isn’t just a proud grandpa story. It's a story about a young man who has volunteered more help to the Lewis
and Clark Conservation District for our riparian bank restoration projects than any other person I’m aware of. My
grandson, Drake Robert Ryan just graduated from high school. He wasn’t at the top of his class, unless you
consider his riparian restoration work. In that, he is definitely a valedictorian!

Drake’s first restoration project was 16 years ago
on Lake Helena. Little Drake was barely two
years old, but didn’t hesitate to grab a shovel
and go to work. It was the first of several more
Lake Helena projects and projects on Spokane
Creek, Ten Mile Creek, Sevenmile Creek, the
Missouri River, Prickly Pear Creek, Little Prickly
Pear Creek, Silver Creek, Beaver Creek and
Hauser Reservoir.

Drake’s first “big-boy” gift was an electric chainsaw that he
immediately put to work cutting willow and cottonwood for
virtually all of our projects. | don’t know how many willow he cut,
but based on chainsaw batteries and dulled cutting lopper
blades, it had to be many thousands - enough, that his friends
call him the “Willow King”.

Well that’s the Willow King story, hopefully only chapter one. A
couple weeks ago he helped us on our Brushy Toe Project on
Little Prickly Pear Creek. This Summer he is working part time at
the Helena Goodwill store and in his spare time sharpening his
black belt Taekwondo skills.




This Fall he Drake is off to lineman school in Butte. The willow may have a temporary break, but | suspect
the Willow King will be back in action again!

Editor’s Note: In my 28 years with Lewis and Clark Conservation District, I've had the pleasure to watch Drake

grow up, and witnessed much of his work with his grandpa Jeff on many stream/shore projects. On behalf of

the Conservation District, and the people of Lewis and Clark County, my thanks to him for all of his hard work!
The following photos are a small selection of some of his work and his antics.




Lake Helena Projects



Cutting Willow Event for
Spokane Creek Project

High Plains CD Fascine/Willow
Project on the Missouri River

Stream Permitting in Lewis & Clark County

A reminder for landowners and managers in Lewis & Clark County, applying for a permit to do any work that may affect
the stream bed or the banks of any perennial stream in the county, as well as the shores of Canyon Ferry, Hauser
and Holter Reservoirs is mandatory.

There is no fee for the 310 permit with Lewis & Clark Conservation District. We work closely with landowners to make
sure that their project is the best project possible.

Projects include, but aren’t limited to, culverts, bridges, boat ramps, docks, bank stabilization etc. If a project might
impact, directly or indirectly, the bank or shore, a permit will be required.
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We work with the Gilly App’s online permitting application, or you can fill out the pdf version.

You can also scan the QR code with your smart phone and go right to the Gilly App.

For more information, email joe@lewisandclarkcd.org or call Joe at 406-594-9823.



https://app.gilly.org/signin
https://app.gilly.org/signin
https://dnrc.mt.gov/Licenses-and-Permits/Stream-Permitting/
mailto:joe@lewisandclarkcd.org
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District Report--Chris Evans, District Administrator

The 2™ quarter of the year is always sort of an abrupt shift from about 45 mph, to about 100 mph, feeling pretty much like
it’s overnight.




e
CD staff have been busy with projects and programs, including Joe’s work with the Rolling Rivers Trailer at multiple events, a
rapid influx of new 310 stream permits, the Brushy Toe stream project (see previous page) and Chris’ efforts with the
Pollinator Program. Throw in the typical calls, emails and appointments that always increase this time of year, and CD staff
have been really busy! If you want to meet with either Joe or Chris, please call them and make an appointment.

In the 3" quarter, Chris and Joe will be working on updating project monitoring photos (pollinator program and
stream/shore projects), wrapping up the Pollinator Program, quarterly grant reports. Joe will be hosting one of the Helena
CORE’s Summer Walks (see below for information on that). We are hoping to have an educational event this fall, (or a series),
so stay tuned!

2026 Pollinator Program Update
So far, the CD has distributed Pollinator seed to 131 people.
While this program runs in late winter/early spring, if you didn’t get your seed put down in May, it would be fine to put the

seed down in the autumn, after October 15", The point of an autumn seeding is to do a dormant seeding, so that the seed
can take advantage of any (hopefully!!!) winter and early spring moisture, but won’t germinate until spring.

So if you participated in the program this spring and didn’t have a chance to get the seed out before May 15", hold onto it
and seed after October 15! This would give you an opportunity to do some weed control on your plot this summer as well.

For more information on the program go to our website at https://lewisandclarkcd.org/programs/pollinator-initiative/. We
hope to run this program again in 2027, so if you missed out, check back with us in late February/early March 2027 to see
what the offering is in 2027 and to sign up for seed!

Parther News

The Sun River Watershed Group has a couple more events this summer that you
can participate in. For more information or to register, find us on Facebook or
visit www.sunriverwatershed.org/events.

Weed Whacker Rodeo - July 11

Join us in Sun Canyon for the 28th annual Weed Whacker Rodeo. We meet at the
Beaver Creek picnic area (where the road forks at the base of the dam) at 8:30
am. There, FWP will provide a bear safety talk and volunteer will learn about the
weeds we are targeting. Volunteers pull weeds for a few hours, returning at lunch
for a BBQ lunch and door prize drawings. Thanks to Mike and Sarah Cobb and the
Broken O Ranch for providing beef this year!

Bashin’ Trash River Cleanups BN
We’re trying something new this year with the
Bashin’ Trash River Cleanups: you pick the date!
Get a group together and pick your favorite trail,
park, Fishing Access Site, or river section, stop by
SRWG or High Plains Conservation District and pick
up your supplies, and clean up the area whenever
works for your team. Not sure where to go? We can
help you pick a site in need of attention. Play
Bashin’ Trash Bingo to get in the prize drawing.
We’ll have a year-end celebration for all the
volunteers.

BBQ at the Ballpark - August 6
Join SRWG at the Voyagers game! We have

reserved a patio and you’ll have all the burgers, E—
brats, and hot dogs you can eat. Join Us At The Ballpark!
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Adults are $15, kids $9 - tickets only available from SRWG staff. The first 200 people to the game also get a free SRWG bucket
hat (pictured).

SRWG is a nonprofit that works to protect and restore the resources of the Sun River watershed and its communities from
Gibson Dam to Great Falls. Contact tracy@sunriverwatershed.org for more information.

NOXIOUS WEED DISTRICT SUMMER NEWS

The Lewis and Clark County Noxious Weed Control District is here to help with all
your noxious weed problems! This summer, our crew will actively manage noxious
weeds along county rights-of-way, complete revegetation projects, map and
monitor infestations, perform biocontrol collections and releases, develop
educational resources, conduct education and outreach events, and support
landowners by developing management plans and conducting property
inspections.

Summer Noxious Weed Control Recommendations
« Prioritize mechanical treatments like mowing, hand-pulling, and digging.
Spot treat with herbicide instead of broadcast applications.
Apply herbicide to actively growing plants.
Apply herbicide after a rain event, not before.

Focus on prevention and containment of noxious weeds:
o Map for fall treatments

o Practice Clean, Drain, Dry

o Practice Play, Clean, Go
o Use certified weed free seed, hay, and gravel

o Maintain healthy native vegetation idiife hablae”
o Participate in a Pull Your Share event RS el i

We have a Cost Share Program
» Eligible landowners can receive 50% reimbursement of chemical and biocontrol insect
costs annually.
e Landowners with 24 acres and below may be reimbursed up to $250.00, landowners with
at least 25 acres or more may be reimbursed up to $500.00.

We have Rental Equipment

» Rental Equipment is available Monday-Thursday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm, Friday pick up is
unavailable.
The weekend rate is Thursday afternoon to Monday morning.
Herbicide Sprayers:

o No reservations, first come first serve

o Pull Trailer and Slide In Units: $40 Day / $60 Weekend

o Backpack Sprayers: $10 Day / $20 Weekend

o ATV Hand Line: $20 Day / $40 Weekend
Insecticide Sprayer:

o No reservations, first come first serve

o Pull Trailer: $100 Day / $200 Weekend
Drill Seeder:

o Reservations required

o $100 Day / $150 Weekend

Other Resources
 Integrated management sheets for the State and County listed noxious weed species.


mailto:tracy@sunriverwatershed.org

* Property inspections and weed management plan development.
e List of licensed and insured commercial applicators.

e Plantidentification help.

o Drop off triple rinsed pesticide containers at our facility.

» Biocontrol collections and releases.

e Educational materials and resources.

Common Summer Species
Summer is the best time to spot noxious weeds because they are actively growing and flowering. These are species that
are commonly found in Lewis and Clark County. For species-specific control solutions visit our website to view our
Integrated Management Sheets.

o Dalmatian toadflax - bright yellow snapdragon-like flowers

o Spotted knapweed - pinkish purple flowers

» Houndstongue - fused dark reddish-purple flowers

e Common mullein - dense spike-like racemes of yellow flowers

e Common burdock - thistle-like pink to purple flowers

» Leafy spurge - bright yellowish green flowers and bracts

o Whitetop - flat-topped clustered white flowers

e Garlic mustard - flowers are small, white, and form in clusters

o Musk thistle - large puff-like purple flower heads

e Canada thistle - small pale purple flowers

o Oxeye daisy - daisy flowers with white florets and yellow disk florets

e Common tansy - bright yellow to orange button-like flowers

Leafy spurge has bright yellowish
green flowers and bracts.

Whitetop has flat-topped clustered
white flowers. (Don’t confuse it
with Western Yarrow.)
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Water Test Cost Share Program

Lewis & Clark Conservation District will reimburse landowners in Lewis and Clark County $25
when they get their well water tested.

Your first call should be to the Lewis and Clark County Water Quality Protection District at
406-457-8584 for recommendations on what tests would be best to run. They should also
have test kits available from the Well-Educated program from MSU. You may also get your
test kits from other labs that do water testing.

Once you'’ve gotten your results back, email a copy of your results and invoice to us at
admin@lewisandclarkcd.org or mail to LCCD, 790 Colleen Street, Helena MT 59601. There is a
limited amount of funding for this program so get your information in soon!

To contact the employees at the Conservation District, call Chris Evans at 406-502-8591 or
email at admin@lewisandclarkcd.org, and Joe Kremer-Herman at 406-594-9823 or email at
joe@lewisandclarkcd.org.

Helena C.O.R.E

Lewis and Clark Conservation District will be doing our Summer Walk on
August 18,2026. Joe Kremer-Herman, our Resource Specialist will be
hosting the event at the upcoming “Brushy Toe Project” on Little Prickly
Pear Creek.

If you want to register for our Summer Walk, or any of the other
Walks, the Summer Walk Series Registration opens on June 16th.



https://www.register-ed.com/programs/montana/241-summer-walk-series?fbclid=IwY2xjawQuP9wBHSTfsGdMKfCOAx-_NPT7LRFayS4oS9ej3iSkJQrHFjoOyBodHBx1LBOabw
mailto:admin@lewisandclarkcd.org
mailto:joe@lewisandclarkcd.org

Palmer Amaranth Prevention in Montana

Palmer amaranth (Amaranthus palmeri) is one of the most aggressive and economically damaging weeds in U.S,
agriculture. It has only been detected in limited locations in Montana since 2023 with most occurrences having been
single plants but larger infestations could be present. Preventing its establishment should be a top priority for
producers, land managers. and conservation professionals across the state. Proactive prevention is far more effective
and far less costly than trying to control widespread infestations later.

Palmer amaranth poses a serious threat because of its rapid growth, exireme
competitiveness, and prolific seed production. Individual plants can grow several inches
per day and produce hundreds of thousands of seeds, allowing populations to expand
quickly once introduced. In addition. many populations across the U.S. have developed
resistance to multiple herbicides, making chemical control increasingly difficult. These
characteristics make prevention the most critical management strategy for Montana,
where it is not yet known to be established.

Figure 1: Palmer amaranth

’ : ; — ) seedling. Photo MSU extension
The primary pathways for Palmer amaranth introduction into Montana are contaminated

seed, forage, and farm equipment. As a result, using clean, certified seed is one of the most important preventive steps.
Millett and Palmer amaranth seed are the same size, color, and density, making them difficult to separate. so cover
crop and forage mixes containing millet are a concern. Producers should carcfully review seed labels for weed content
and avoid purchasing materials that may contain pigweed species unless they have been properly tested. Montana
classifies Palmer amaranth as a restricted weed seed with zero-tolerance, meaning zero seeds per pound are allowed.
Bird seed s also a vector for Palmer amaranth, since it doesn’t fall under agricultural seed or feed regulations in
Montana or surrounding states, and it 1s responsible for several introductions here and in neighboring states.

o “Field scouting™ and carly detection are essential. Regular monitoring, especially during mid-
% to late-summer, but beginning in early-May, helps identify suspicious plants before they
produce sced. Because Palmer amaranth closely resembles other pigweeds common in
Montana, accurate identification is critical and often requires expert confirmation. If a
suspected plant is found, landowners should contact their local MSU Extension agent. county
weed coordinator, and Montana Department of Agriculture immediately. Take pictures, get
GPS coordinates, and leave the plant standing to make identification easier. Early detection
and rapid response (EDRR) can prevent long-term infestations.

Sanitation practices also play a key role in prevention. Cleaning
farm equipment, vehicles, and tools after working in potential
infested areas reduces the nisk of spreading seeds between fields.

Figure 2: The long =t = :
flowering stem of Palmer This is critical with the use of custom cutters to harvest your crops

amaranth: Photo MSU as well. Similarly, managing field edges, ditches, and disturbed
extension arcas, where Palmer amaranth often establishes first, can limit
opportunities for introduction and spread.

Figure 3: Harvest equipment
Finally, education is critical for the prevention and spread of Palmer amaranth. Producers, needingcleaned: Photo
applicators, and land managers must stay informed about the weed’s 1dentification, biology. B
and spread vectors. Collaboration among neighbors, agencies, weed districts and conservation districts helps ensure
rapid reporting and response efforts.

In Montana, Palmer amaranth remains a preventable species. By prioritizing clean seed. routine scouting, equipment
sanitation, and rapid response. landowners can protect agricultural productivity and prevent this highly invasive weed
from gaining a foothold in Montana.

Josh Wagoner
EDRR Coordinator, MDA
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Our Thanks to our Education Program SPECIAL EVENT SPOVSORS
Sponsors!

We would like to thank MacKenzie River Pizza
Co. in Helena for sponsoring our Brushy Toe

LOOD SPOVNSORS "Thote who assume nespponsibility" Project on Little Prickly Pear Creek in
Power Townsend March/April, by providing pizzas for our
. I
Bank of the Rockies volunteers!
Schatz Ranch & Leasing

Y
LO0D STEWARDS “Those in charge of a large estate” ol
Prickly Pear Simmental Ranch T"he
Westech Environmental Services
Murdoch’s Ranch and Home, Helena

Check out videos of our programs
and projects on our YouTube

LOCD CRANDIONS " Those who fight for @ canse” channel!
Action Print For more information about
Northwestern Energy the Conservation District,

If you would like to be a sponsor for our Education Programs, you ~ Check out our we bsite, or find
can Sign Up!!!
us on Facebook or Instagram!



https://dnrc.mt.gov/Licenses-and-Permits/Stream-Permitting/
https://dnrc.mt.gov/_docs/permits-services/Stream-Permitting-Joint-Application.pdf
mailto:joe@lewisandclarkcd.org
https://lewisandclarkcd.org/
https://www.facebook.com/lewisandclarkcd
https://www.instagram.com/lewisandclarkcd
https://lewisandclarkcd.org/district-sponsors/
https://www.youtube.com/@LewisandClarkConservationDistr
https://www.youtube.com/@LewisandClarkConservationDistr
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