Lewis and Clark Conservation District

790 Colleen Street, Helena MT 59601 406.502.8591 https://lewisandclarkcd.org

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
August 13, 2026
9:30 am
Lambkins Restaurant Meeting Room, Lincoln MT
& Via Zoom Conferencing

Call to Order—The meeting was called to order by Chair Jeff Ryan at 9:33 am. In attendance were
Jeff Ryan, Elena Frederick, Stan Frasier, Sarah Howe-Cobb, Jeanette Nordahl, Karl Christians and
Becca Boslough King. John Baucus joined the group at 10 am. Also in attendance were Madison
Colyer, Bayley Sbardellati, Joe Kremer Herman, Fred Sargeson, Andrew Kretschmer and Chris
Evans. Italics denote Zoom attendance.

Introductions-Introductions were made.
Public Comment-There was no public comment.

310 Permit Applications

CP-02-26 Little Wolf Creek Ranch LLC-John Baucus commented that he feels like this one is going
to be an issue. Previously the CD had said that the applicant couldn’t build it without an
engineered design. They built it anyway, without any kind of engineered design. John is only
comfortable if it's removed or if an engineer will sign off on the dam as installed. John would be
fine doing a site visit. Joe contacted the DNRC Dam Safety, and they said that they won't get
involved unless it's over 50 acre feet, which it isn't. They said that after the CD did a site visit, they
would review it. A site visit needs to incorporate height measurement, type of spillway, surface
area size, depth of the pond. Surface area on the 2025 July photo is estimated at 165 feet x 35 feet,
height of the dam will be determined on-site.

CP-03-26 Sherman-Site visit is completed. The landowner is not actively mining at this time. The
tailings/rock is mostly being used for road repairs. Motion by Frasier that work is not a violation,
second by Howe-Cobb; motion carried.

LC-28-26 Pace-The application is to replace a currently collapsed culvert on Greenhorn Creek. The
applicant is open to a different type of culvert than applied for. They would like to waive the 15
day waiting period due to the lateness of the season and the concern about potential fire. Bankfull
is about 26 inches. The current culvert is 18 inches or 2 feet most likely. Motion by Frasier to
approve the 4 foot culvert, as noted, as a possibility, waiving the 15 day waiting period., second by
Howe-Cobb; motion carried.

LC-29-26 Pace-Applicant wants to install a culvert in the same spot as the current ford. They would
use the same equipment as on LC-28, and would like to waive the 15 day waiting period. The plan
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is to use a 4 foot culvert. Motion by Ryan to approve the culvert, waiving the 15 day waiting period,
second by Frasier; motion carried.

LC-34-26 Schactner-Allen McNeal has been working with the landowner on this project on Marsh
Creek. The plan is to add some meanders and removal of a perched culvert. The project is funded
by Future Fisheries and NWE funds. Motion by Ryan to approve as proposed, second by Frasier;
motion carried.

LC-35-26 Grady-This proposed project is just upstream of LC-34. They are planning to install a
headgate for a pivot on a currently flood irrigated site. They plan to remove the bottom culvert
and install a spot to ford cattle across. Motion by Howe-Cobb to table, pending more thorough
designs for the pivot crossings and cattle crossing, second by Ryan; motion carried.

LC-37-26 Beck-Project on Smith Creek. Alan wants to wrap up a project that was started a few
years ago. This area was severely impacted by the 2018 and 2019 flood events, with at least one
major washout. The project consists of willow sprigging. Jeff Ryan indicated that he was just
researching the vertical willow bundle trenches and wondered if that would work better. The
landowner has had some issues with voles girdling the willows previously sprigged. Madison said
that they will be helping to get volunteers to assist with the sprigging. Jeff thinks that a vertical
trench, set back from the bank, should be considered. Motion by Ryan to approve as proposed,
entertaining the other method, second by Howe-Cobb; motion carried.

LC-38-26 Sherrill-This project was previously permitted but the permit expired. There are a couple
of crossings that he'd like to put in place. He would like to have the 15 day waiting period waived.
Motion by Ryan to approve as previously permitted. Motion by Christians to approve, with the
modification that the temporary culverts must be removed at the end of the permit period.
Second by Frasier. If this permit expires, they will need to re-apply and any new design would
require culvert size to be specified and a removal date given. Harvesting would be done as soon as
possible. If he gets the DNRC contract it would be more. Motion carried.

LC-39-26 Helena Valley Irrigation District-Applicant wants to line about 1000 feet of canal. They
need the district to say that they don't need a permit. Motion by Ryan that no permit is required,
second by Frasier; motion carried.

LC-40-26 Helena Valley Irrigation District-Same type of project as LC-39. Motion by Baucus that no
permit is required, second Ryan, motion carried.

LC-41-26 Rosenthal-There is currently a beaver pond at this site. At the last meeting, the board
approved some mitigation, but now the applicant wants to install a further change to reduce the
flooding. This was all done with the Beaver Conflict Mitigation group. Motion by Ryan to approve
as proposed, second by Frasier; motion carried.

Review Governance Calendar for August/September-The board reviewed the calendars for
August and September.

Discussion on grants: Gehring project is in the 1% zone. Karl Christians and Joe will work with
Worby to see what the limits and requirements for the floodplain permit will be, and if we can do it
without any engineering. The landowner is open to a larger scale restoration project upstream of
this site.

Minutes—Motion by Ryan to approve the July minutes, second by Howe-Cobb; motion carried.
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Financial Statement & Outstanding Bills-Nordahl prepared a Treasurer’s report and made a
motion to approve the financials as presented, second by Frasier; motion carried.

Supervisor absences-No absences.

Correspondence

BPMC Report and request for support

Area 6 meeting invite

MRCDC report-Came in late, not in packet.

Reports
NRCS—Andrew was present to give the NRCS report. John Baucus asked if he knew anything on

the Farm Bill. Sounds like there hasn't been any motion on it. Ryan asked what changed with
funding this year. Andrew said that last year was a low funding year comparatively, and this year
there was a significant increase. Priorities were adjusted at the national level as well, giving leeway
to do funding outside of TIPs.

DNRC—Written report in the packet.

SRWG—No written report for August. Things have settled down. They did another Bashin’ Trash in
Craig in July. They'll be doing another August 26th at 5:30.

MRCDC—Report came in right before Chris clocked out so was not in the packet. River
Rendezvous is in Sidney September 1-2. Karl talked a bit about the RR and what they'll be doing for
that event.

LHWG & Helena CORE—LHWG had their Watershed Festival on Saturday. There was good
turnout. A lot of people filtered through from the Farmer’s Market. It went well. Our Helena CORE
Summer walk is happening Tuesday and will be at the Little Prickly Pear project site. He may or
may not have the Rolling Rivers Trailer depending on how many people come.

WQPD—Fred Sargeson was present to make the report. They have completed their strategic plan.
They want to take a look at the viability and possible expansion of the WQPD. They are working on
a social media education campaign especially for young people to do community education on
groundwater. The board and staff have engaged a bit with DEQ to look at subdivision plan reviews.
Weed District—No report.

MACD—Becca said the Data Center resolution came about after a presentation at the Spring
Board meeting, with concerns about lack of local comment/feedback etc. It would provide policy
guidance for the state association. The point of the resolution is concern about water and land
use. Motion by Christians to approve and take to the area meeting, second by Ryan; motion
carried. Becca, Karl and Chris will get together before the area meeting to work through any
questions since Becca will be out of state during the Area Meeting.

Becca gave background on the other resolution about the Farm Bill. There is significant
background listed in this one. This resolution is specifically looking at habitat connectivity in
relation to the Farm Bill. The point of this is to get NACD to work on this issue. Karl Christians said
that he would support this. Looking down the road at the administration’s efforts to increase
grazing on federal land. Virtual fencing will come into play more and more in the future. A
landowner in the Valley does intense rotation under his pivots and is out every day moving electric
fence, so if there is a program that could address virtual fencing it would be easier to better
manage property. Motion by Christians to support, second by Ryan; Becca apologized for getting
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this in late. She thinks it would be reasonable to edit it significantly (background etc.) for the
purpose of discussion (simplify at the same time we meet on the other one). Motion carried.

Supervisor Reports

Ryan-Jeff will be a grandpa again.

Christians-Karl said he's been meaning to bring up the PPLT land acquisition that the board
provided support on in the area out by the fort. Now they have the cattle back on the property.
Unfortunately the guy who was in charge of moving the cattle got sick and wanted to just let them
out there without management. Karl said that he'd gone out with his monitoring kit and walked
through how to clip and estimate AUMs etc. They apparently used it for a month or 2 and decided
to try something else. Karl had a Farm Bureau committee meeting a few months ago to talk about
conifer encroachment. Mid July the EQC had a discussion about conifer encroachment Jeff said.
Karl also met up with the NACD group when they were here, discussing the big grazing research
project in eastern Montana. Karl said that they seeded a barley cover crop on the Denton place to
hay. The neighbor went in and cut it for hay.

Nordahl-The house has not sold. They have a bear getting into the trash. Lots of thunder and
lightning but not much rain. She was in Orlando for the National Down’s Syndrome conference.
Frasier-Stan said there isn't much excitement in his neighborhood.

Howe-Cobb-They had an inch of rain this morning, but things are still drying up. They have a new
grandson. The state has been pretty lucky overall, fire-wise.

Baucus-Excited about doing some cover cropping; negative side, they will be having to drill some
wells due to lack of moisture and the inability to utilize thousands of acres as a result. They are
looking into cisterns and doing more solar pumps. Drilling a well is now costing $60/foot. And
fence quotes are now $3-$4 per foot.

Frederick-Elena said she had a wonderful trip to Ireland and Scotland.

Boslough King-Becca gave most of her comments on the resolutions. She asked Karl about the
source documents for conifer encroachment. Karl said that he'd get it to her. She also got an email
from the Invasive Species Action Network. They are interested in a NASA project (temporarily lost
funding), looking at conifer encroachment, woody invasives and cheatgrass.

Staff Reports

Evans provided a written report, but asked the board to convene a formal personnel workgroup or
committee to look at transition in the next year.

Joe has been doing a lot of Rolling Rivers work and a ton of the 310 work. He's also gotten out and
done the bulk of the monitoring photos of prior year projects. He also went to the Weed Whacker
Rodeo.

New Business

Topic Review-Draft Realtor Workshop Agenda

Conservation Partnership Program Grant-Johnna Cameron was not here

October board meeting timing-This meeting falls on the same day as the MACD Area 6
meeting-Joe will stay in Helena to deal with the board meeting. Evans and Christians will attend
the area meeting (also possibly Jeff and John). We need to make sure we have a quorum for the
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board meeting. Evans will check back in with John and Jeff prior to the September meeting to plan
for registrations.

Grant application request-Pollinator for Feathered Pipe Ranch/Foundation may be interested in
applying for a pollinator grant for this cycle. We should know more before the September meeting.
After some discussion about the Gehring project, it was decided that either an MACD Education
grant or a DNRC education grant should work. Karl and Joe will work on that for the budget/plan.
310 Penalties resolution draft-Evans shared the draft resolution that is coming for updating the
310 Penalties for violations.

Other Business
There was no other business.

Announcements
Next meeting—September 10, 2026, 1 pm, Helena Fielfi Office Conference Room
The meeting was adjourned at 12:08 pm. \L&
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